Cavernous haemangioma of the pineal region.
Cavernous haemangiomas rarely occur in the pineal region, only eight histologically verified cases have been reported to date. Clinically and radiographically, they are often confused with other tumours of the pineal region, particularly germ cell tumours. When radiotherapy is performed without the benefit of biopsy, cavernous haemangiomas as well as other radioresistant neoplasms may be unnecessarily treated. We report two surgically treated cases of cavernous haemangioma of the pineal region, and comment upon one treated by shunt placement alone. Two cases were associated with an adjacent venous malformation. In all instances, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) permitted a correct pre-operative diagnosis. We conclude that surgical exploration and total resection is the treatment of choice when the diagnosis of cavernous haemangioma is suspected on the basis of neuro-imaging. A conservative attitude is justifiable in the case of elderly patients with a higher surgical risk.